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A clump of Iris at Hildenbrandt Iris Gardens in Slatington, Pennsylvania

Visit our website at: WWW.AISREGION9.COM
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Region 9, American lris Society Officers

Region 9 RVP:  Margaret Kelly Asst RVP: Debra Miller
1708 Holiday Drive 61 Laconwood Drive
Pekin, lllinois 61554 Springfield, lllinois 62712
309-347-8561 2175298014
dkelly558@comcast.net millerd2@aol.com

Secretary: Leora McTall Treasurer: John Bilski
P.O. Box 15 9127 Wedgewood Drive
Irvington, Il 62848 Fairview Heights, Illinois 62208
6182496404 6183981029
rmctall@accessus.net [Ibilski@aol.com

AFFILIATES AND PRESIDENTS

Mid -lllinois Iris Society Ernie Henson
6401 Cedar Road
luka, lllinois 62849
6188226584
erni@midwest.net

Northern lllinois Iris Society Diana Anshakov
2928 North 442%' Road
Newark, lllinois 60541
phantomfyre@yahoo.com

Prairie Iris Society: Jerry Wilhoit
2282 N. 35} Street
Kansas, Illinois 61933
2179485478
redbud@celllnet.net

Sangamon Valley Iris Society Debra Miller
61 Laconwood
Springfield, Illinois 62712
2175298014
Miller42@aol.com

Southern lllinois Iris Society Gail Devilbiss
1253 Moonglow Road
Centralia, lllinois 62818
6185334705
vegaddictl@aol.com
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Greetings from your Regional
Vice President Margaret Kelly

here in central lllinois. Yes, the ground hog saw its sh
so weodre in for another

meantime we are planning for our upcoming activities.

Here are some of the events that our members will be

mention a few:

Herb and Garden Show, Time Square Mall, Mt Vernon, IL (February 10,

Russell Allen Garden Day at Lincoln College, Lincoln IL (March 10, 201§
4-H Clover Clinic, lllinois Central College, East Peoria, IL (February 17,

2018)

As | write this letter, we have just experienced more S;:l(j)w

comes spring! That 6s ouf

ticipating in (or have participated in) for our region justjto

ow
51 X W¢
ant i

par-

D018)
)

1 Chicago Flower and Garden Show, Navy Pier, Chicago, IL (March 14 thjough

March 18, 2018)
1 The American Iris Society & the Society for Louisiana National Conventi
New Orleans, LA (April 8 through 14, 2018)

hN,

societies in their many activitidsis always exciting to see our members, repfe-

Several of our members are also U of | Master Gardeners. They represenlour iris

senting the American Iris Society, participating in these community and st
tivities.

Il 6d | i ke t o IHineisRegiah 9,\Spring Fonfy Meetingin Pekin
on April 28. See page 6.

Make plans to attend some of tinis Showsin our region. See page 7.

Visit theln-garden Judges Trainingpf St eve Pool ebds L
Hooker Nichols as judge and speaker. See page 7.

Our Fall meeting will have an iris speaker TBA (Page 8) as well as Northerr
nois Iris Society will have speaker TBA for their fall meeting.

€ ac-

oui si

Have a wonderful growing season. Hope to see you at one of the above events!

In the garden, Margaret Kelly
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Region 9 Spring Fling
Saturday April 28, 2018

Tazewell County Farm Bureau Building
1505 Valle Vista Pekin, lllinois

9:30AM Coffee
10:00AM Business Meeting
11:15AM Plant Auction
12:00 Noon Potluck Lunch(bring favorite dish to share)

1:15PM Judges Training with Jean Morr{2 hours credit con
tinuing education) Iris Hybridizer and former Youth
Chairman of American Iris Society Past President of the
Median Iris Society

Everyone is welcome to this presentatidn

3:30 Adjorn

Special hotel rate at the Super 8 in Pekin for Region 9 American lIris
Society membefrs call 8447731586

Rate good untifpril 13, 2018$65.59 plus tax = total $72.81

*RSVP for lunch and Judges Training, please!

dkelly558 @comcast.net**
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lllinois Region 9 Iris Shows

Saturday May 12, 2018 Sangamon Valley Iris Society

Washington Park Botanical Garden, 1740 Fayette Road, Springfield, IL
(This will not be a judged show. Participants will bring iris they have
grown. Judges will instruct the participants on preparing their iris for an iris
show.)

Saturday May 19, 2018Mid lllinois and Southern Illinois Iris Societies
CaseyvilleTownship Building, 10001 Buckum Road, Fairview Heights, IL

Prairie Iris Societyshow cancelled

Saturday and Sunday June 23, 2018 Northern lllinois Iris Society
The Morton Arboretum, 4100 Lincoln Ave,isle, IL

You are invited!
The American Iris Society, The Society of Louisiana lIris
and The Greater New Orleans Iris Society
invite you to a unique convention experience to the heart
of the Louisiana iris country
April 8 - 14, 2018
Hosted by the Greater New Orleans Iris Society

GARDEN JUDGING OF LOUISIANA SEEDLINGS
Saturday May 26, 20180AM-2PM 3 hours credit
Lunch Provided
Steve Poole, Host, 895 Grayson Road, Eldorad@®g2230
Sponsored by Southern lllinois/Mid lllinois Iris Societies

Instructor: Hooker Nichols

No registration fee; however, if you plan to attend,
contact Steve Poole at gspoole@orchidsofozark.com
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2018 Fall Festival
Iris Meeting and Public Rhizome Sale

Friday and Saturday August-1Q, 2018

Judges Training Friday evening at 7PM

Hampton Inn Southwest,
2300 Chuckwagon Drive, Springfield,IL

Speaker TBA
Special rate for American Iris Society, Region 9 Hampton Inn,
Springfield
call 21#7937670 Rate good untiuly 10, 2018
Rate: $125.00 plus tax = $127.80
Saturday Public Iris Sale 9AM-Noon

Washington Botanical Garden 1740 Fayette Smringfield,
IL

Potluck Lunch- bring a dish to share
Silent Auction- only for American Iris Society members
Business Meeting

Plant Exchange
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Steve Poole

775 Kaid Road

Eldorado, lllinois 62930
6182735992
gspoole@orchidsofozark.com

Chuck Simon

10S122 Lorraine Drive
Willowbrook, Illinois 60527
630-323-5070

Becky Simon

10S122 Lorraine Drive
Willowbrook, lllinois 60527
6303235070

Suzy Schneider

21202 North 21st Avenue
Nokomis, Illinois 620753912
2175567415
cschneider77@yahoo.com

Diana Anshakov

2928 North 442%' Road
Newark, lllinois 60541
phantomfyre @yahoo.com

Dave Kelly

1708 Holiday Drive
Pekin, lllinois 61554
309-347-8561
dkelly558@comcast.net

Dave and Debra Miller
61 Laconwood
Springfield, lllinois 62712
2175298014
Miller42@aol.com

Jerry Wilhoit

2282 N. 358 Street
Kansas, lllinois 61933
217-9485478
redbud@celllnet.net

Dave Kelly

1708 Holiday Drive
Pekin, lllinois 61554
309-347-8561
dkelly558@comcast.net
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My Favorite Iris

By Anita Kassly Stephens

Our garden in Southern lIllinois consists of six 100 foot rows, running north to south, of
iris introductions of many different hybridizers over the years. Today, most of the
irises are introductions by Keith Keppel.

The iris tolerate hot Midwestern sun most of the day in the summer months and are ex-
posed to a wide and wildly swinging variety of weather circumstances all year long,

like many other parts of the country. Hail and high winds whip across the open field
banking the iris rows blowing predominantly from the west. One year (April 2012) a
storm, with hailstones as large as golf balls, decapitated many of the blooms right from
the stalks. Then there are the extremely cold winters and falls (September 2012) so wet
that newly planted rhizomes rot out in the field. So, it goes without saying, only the

best of the best really make it to come back another day.

This is why Keith Keppel irises have come to be my favorite irises to grow. The resil-
ilence and adaptability to our extremes in weather and their tolerance to the force of
high winds in our garden setting have demonstrated to me that these particular intro-
ductions have been tested and tinemored before being set before the public eye not
only for a year or two, but sometimes over many years. They have been scrutinized
and stand up to what Mother Na-

ture doles out. Yet, the bloom{yaa: .

are beautiful and totally unique
in color and form, all demon-
strating great substance and g4
den presence.

0Strawberry Sh
duced by Keith in 2012. It is 36
inches and blooms midseason.
has been a good grower in our
garden increasing steadily ove
time. Luscious and ruffly, a
creamy strawberry pink self wit
pink beards. Itis truly lovely to
look at; so very feminine with a
petals laced and shirrédand as
with all Keppe
stance. Itis a very good grows

6Strawberry Shakeb
2012, TB)
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An early to midseason bloomer,
6Cotillion Gownd (2013) is a 35
inch lovely ruffled and waved sof
lemon toned self. Itis a cross of
two Barry Blyth introductions,
Juicy Rumours x Are We In Love
At the haft, there is a lovely apricpt
glow that has delicate brownish
rose penciling flowing halivay
down the falls. The beards are
grenadine red.

Arresting in a mature clump at
peak bloom é6Uptjlown Ladyd (2010)
has to be my current favorite Ke:E

Keppel. Itis 33 inches. Itis latejo
very late. It has so much show
tential. Ruffled, with falls pleated . . . A
near the hafts 6Uptown0 Ot'“'h%g Gown o
» RHBB)
clear lavender blue standards which '
deepen toward the base. Lavender
blue falls are lightened with a silver
sheen toward the center. Pale blue to
blue whit beards merge visually with t
underlying petals. This gives it a bea
ful serene effect. It is one of the last
irises to open.

¢lPat Canter

It i s best for me
scription of the irises that follow. The
have been very good increasers in ou
garden since we acquired them and h3
formed good clumps.

6Boston Creamd (2}
early. Itis a frothy warm white glaciatg
with a touch of apricot on the hafts ang
white beards tipped flame orange. It i
heavily ruffled with plentiful buds. Itis
a good increaser in our garden.

ptown Ladyod
(2010,TB)



