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Region 9, American Iris Society Officers

Region 9 RVP:  David Kelly Asst RVP: Margaret Kelly
1708 Holiday Drive 1708 Holiday Drive
Pekin, lllinois 61554 Pekin, lllinois 61554
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Greetings
From your Regional Vice
President

Dave Kelly

As | write this letter, our bearded irises are winding down their bloom seas<1r)1.
uria

Our Siberian Irises are starting to bloom along with Iris Pseudacorus and S
l ri ses. It wondét be | ong before

the Japanese Irises, so the Iris bloom season is not over. All our affiliate Igls

shows have been completed except for Northern lllinois Iris Society, whos
show is this weelend.

We traveled to the National AIS convention in Addison Texas in April, where
spent three days on the bus tours visiting 10 different gardens. We enjoyeq

h e

we
Visit-

ing the gardens and were able to pick our favorite irises in each garden. The AIS

National Convention for 2015 will be held in Portland, Oregon, Ma23.8

Make plans to attend the Region 9 Fall Meeting and Program on Friday nig\[Jt

August 9 at the Hampton Inn Southwest beginning at 7 PM. The program
consists of > OA Little Bit of H
Il ri ses i n Pictures and AOver the
Kelly. Everyone is invited to attend! Judges training credit hours will be av
able for these presentations.

Saturday morning August 10th The Public Iris Rhizome Sale will be held at
Washington Park Botanical Gardens from 9 to noon. A noon potluck is plar

and will be followed by a short business meeting. An exchange of irises wl

round out the day. Please bring iris for the exchange. A silent auction will
held for all members beginning at 8AM through noon. It will consist of news

L

stor

R a i
Ail-

ned

r

Iris introductions and items dealing with Irises. Door prizes have been plarjned.

Hope to see you then.

Dave Kelly

nboc
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Mid -lllinois and Southern Iris Society Show
by Anita Kassly-Stephens

The Mid-llinois and Southern lllinois Iris Societies presented their joint annual Spring Iris
Show, AJust Crazy About Iris, 0 on Saturday,
of the Snows in Belleville, lllinois.

The show was free and open to the public from noon until 4 pm at the Edwin Guild Center.
Judges for the show were Melody and Jerry Wil
Poole from Eldorado, lllinois, Belinda Jean Carroll and Denise Flowers from Dyersburg, Ten-
nessee, and Margaret Kelly of Pekin, lllinois, accompanied by her husband, David Kelly, Re-

gion 9 Regional Vice President. The Show Committees who made the show a success were:

Show Chairman Anita Stephens

Horticultural Cé Chairmen Ernie and Ann Henson

Classification Chairmen John Bilski, Ernie Henson, and Ann Henson

Clerks Claire Martin, Leora McTall, Dot Wittig

Publicity CoChairmen Gai | Devil bi ss, Mi ke Devil bi ss
Claire Martin

AIS Awards and Ballots Pat Hayden and John Bilski

Photographer Ralph McTall

Cover Design Layout Mera Hertel

Show Schedule Secretary Adrienne Haas

Hospitality CeChairmen Gail Devilbiss, Mike Devilbiss, Helen Johnson, and

Jim Wittig
Signs Gail Devilbiss, Mike Devilbiss, and Faye Krause

There were 76 entries submitted by eight exhibitors (11 individuals) in the horticultural divi-
sion, one of which was a youth, Shae, who chose to exhibit as an adult.

Varieties exhibited included TaBearded, Intermediate Bearded, Standard Dwarf Bearded,
Miniature Tall Bearded, Siberian, and Speg®sss.

Best specimen of show was O6Sun Shine I nd (TB)
lemon yellow glaciata submitted by Jeff Kassly and Anita KaSsiphens. Second runnens

were tied between TB 6Kiwi Cheesecaked (OD Ni
61 Feel Luckyd (Tom Johnson 2006) submitted b
Medal and certificate for the most blue ribbons awarded (13) for her entries. Pat Hayden won

the Bronze Medal and certificate with 12 blue ribbons. The best Miniature Tall Bearded was
0That 6s Redo6 (Fisher 2000) . 0Caesar 6s Brothe
Hi storic was AVanitydéd (Hager 1975).

Club members who were fortunate enough to see the last public visitors to the show were de-
lighted to meet and chat with the Kneib family from Wright City, Missouri, with their twelve
week old baby girl named Alris. o
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SIIS/MIIS Iris Society
Show Judges

O Ki wi Cheesecakebo
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Prairie Iris Society Show
by Margaret Kelly

Prairie Iris Society held their #@nnual show at the Lincoln Square Village Mall, Urbana, llli-
nois on Saturday May 24, 2014. There were six adult exhibitors with 93 entries, only one du-
plicate and there were 4 youth exhibitors with the number of entries at 13, only one double en-

try.

Tall bearded, border bearded, intermediate and miniature tall bearded along with arilbreds made
up the bearded irises entries while the Siberian irises made up the beardless irises.

The Best Speci men of the show AHeartstrings S
ited by Brian and Carol Davis of Champaign.
Davis. The silver medal was awarded to Jerry and Melody Wilhoit with 18 blue ribbons. The

bronze medal was awarded to Marilyn Wilburn with 12 blue ribbons. The best youth specimen

A Water of Lifeo (Paul Bl ack 2011) TB by Matt
Emily B with three blue ribbons and the bronze medal , a tie between Carson G and Josh G,

each with two blue ribbons.

There was good interest in viewing the irises and many questions were asked and answered.
What a beautiful display of irises all in one place for all to enjoy!!

Garden Judging Session Saturday May 24, 2014
by Margaret Kelly

A Garden Training Session was held at the Davis residence in Champaign immediatelyjfollow-
ing the Prairie Iris Society Spring Show on May 24, 2010 hours of credit was awarded]
for attending.

Participants from across lllinois were present for the lively and informative gathering leq by
Jerry Wilhoit. Both named and seedling varieties of Tall Bearded Iris were observed angl cri-
tiqued . New information was gleaned from the session even though the topic was the ybiqui-
tous tall bearded variety.

The fact that this was held immediately after a show emphasized the difference betweeh grow-
ing a flower for a show and growing a good garden specimen all the more stiftkimg! a
hybridizers viewpoint it highlighted the question of whether raising iris for both goals is 4 di-
chotomy or a harmonious whole.

Most importantly, friendships were renewed and deepened, which in my book is the mgst im-
portant unofficial goal of get togethers like this!
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Northern lllinois Iris Society Show
By Diana Anshakov

For two days, The Morton Arboretum's "Sycamore Room" was transformed into the "Iris
Room," as the site of the Northern lllinois Iris Society's annual iris show on May 31st and June
1st. Eight horticultural exhibitors entered 122 specimens, representing 117 different \arieties
mostly tall bearded, but also including border bearded, intermediate bearded, miniature tall
bearded, Siberian, species and historic irises.

There was a class for single blossoms and another for UFOs (Unidentified Flowering Objects),
and there was one collection entry, too. Rounding out the display were 24 lovely artistic en-
tries, created by six talented arrangers: two youth and four adults. Exhibitors ranged from mas-
ter showmen to firsime novices, local club members to -aiitstate friends, grandchildren to
grandparents. It was a beautiful show, and a good time was had by all.

Best Specimen in Show was awarded to Bruce Reider's perfect stalk of tall bearded
‘Thornbird," (Byers 1989) which had to beat out two other stalks of "Thornbird' on the first leg of
its journey to the top spot on the Queen's Table. Runner up was the border bearded '‘Be My
Baby' (Black 2004), which was clearly wejtown in CarolJo Shonka's Wisconsin garden. The
silver medal for most blue ribbons won will be engraved with Diana Anshakov's name, and
Bruce Reider's name will grace the bronze medal.

Not all sections had enough exhibitors and/or entries to award rosettes, but section winners
were chosen for all sections to expedite the selection of Best in Show. Three classes were
awarded Best In Section rosettes:

Tall bearded: 'Thornbird', exhibited by Bruce Reider

Siberian: 'Kimberly Ann' (Pohman 2005), exhibited by Diana Anshakov

Historic: 'Mary Frances' (Gaulter 1973), exhibited by Bruce Reider

Three classes were not large enough to award rosettes, but winners were:

Border bearded: 'Be My Baby', exhibited by CalolShonka

Miniature Tall Bearded: 'Velvet Skirts' (Willott 2006), exhibited by Diana Anshakov
Species/SpecieX: Iris fulva, exhibited by Diana Anshakov

Section sweepstakes certificates for most blue ribbons in a section were awarded in three sec-
tions, all to a single exhibitor, Diana Anshakov, for the tall bearded, Siberian and historic iris
sections.

On the artistic side, Best Arrangement was Letitia Challos' beautiful design in the class "The
Coastal Shores of Maine," and the Best Youth Arrangement was created by Samantha Hen-
drickson, a delightful interpretation of the class "The Rolling Hills of the Smokies." Samantha's
skills also earned her the honor of Youth Artistic Sweepstakes. The Adult Artistic Sweepstakes
winner was Barbara Miller, who entered several amazing creations.
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The public had a lot of fun choosing their favorites and submitting ballots for the club's
"People's Choice Awards." So many visitors participated, we ran out of ballots and had to make
more! The top choices were neakdneck. So close, in fact, we had two ties! The favorite

Adult Artistic Arrangement was Letitia Challos' entry in "The Coastal Shores of Maine." There
was a tie for Youth Artistic Arrangements: Jessica Hendrickson's entry in "The Rolling Hills of
the Smokies" and Samantha Hendrickson's entry in "The Coastal Shores of Maine" were each
equally loved by show attendees.

The votes for favorite specimen resulted in another tie! Tall beardeds 'Coffee Whispers' and 'Ink
Patterns' were both exhibited by Diana Anshakov, and each received 4 votes. We suspect that
there was an iris that took 5 votes, and would have been the winner, but due to some confusion
on what information to put on the ballots, we can't be susdulvareceived three definite

votes, plus we had two ballots with that iris’ class and exhibitor (Diana Anshakov) written

down, but notvhichiris in the class, and there was more than one species entered by Diana.
We suspect it wals fulva, though, as it was very much admired and asked about. Comments
were: "That's an iris?!" "Wow |'ve never seen anything like that!" "That grows here?"

Even so, with three confirmed votes, it was one of the ruapgr Several other irises also re-
ceived three votes, all tall beardeds: 'Dusky Challenger’, 'Dutchman’'s Dream’, '‘Gypsy Romance'
and 'Queen's Circle'. 31 different irises received at least one vote. It is always interesting to see
which irises the public likes the best! One last "award" I'd like to give: "Biggest Smile by a
Blue-Ribbon Winner." That award goes to Thom Skibbie, who had never entered an iris show
before. Thom entered 4 stalks, and received 3 blues and a red, and was rightfully very proud.
Great job, Thom!

Congratulations to all our winners, and a big thank you to the exhibitors, judges, and club mem-
bers for their efforts. It was a beautiful, successful show, and The Morton Arboretum has in-
vited us to return next year!

Coffee Whispers

SUdpIED SU| SJUIRIYIS I

. bluejiris.com

60Cof fee Whispersbo
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Keith Keppel Favorites
by Anita KasslyStephens

Because of their elegant structural form in flower and plant, lovely color combinations, and
adaptability in different types of garden set
and remain my favorite irises to grow in our garden here in Southern lllinois.

Blooms are highly substanced with beautiful form and can be ruffled, pleated, and/or laced.
Falls are wide, touching, or overlapping at the hafts. Petal color can beisabfles mme r

Shadowdé (2011) 6Venita Fayed (2008), OWintry
6Parisian Dawndéd (2006), O6Ghost Writeré (2011)
ONoble Gestured(2010), dadAReical essWAbaddOoO20OO 9P
6Gitanod (2008), O6Jazz Eradé (2010), o6éBroad Sh
60Nouveau Richedéd (2008), O06Gypsy Lorddé (2006),

that catch you by surprise because of their dark color pédti@rDr ama Queend (2003)
6Sorbonned (2009), and O6Tunnel Visiondé (2010)
Keithds irises are becoming more and more pop
because of beard color that is sometimes over the top. Some are full and rich in coloriand size

O0Revisiondéd (2011), ORiod (2001), OGypsy Lordbo
moniously with standards and faills Adr i ati ¢ Wavesd, O6Tour de Fr a
OAri stocracyodo (2006), ONouveau Richedé, 6Sea C
are others that punctuate standards andifallsGy psy Lor doé, O6Jazz Erabd, ¢
oParisian Dawnd, O0Gitanod, OReckless Abandono

6Legerdemaind (2008).
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OPretty Kittyd (2011) is | ovely apindcoorpnti nues
however, with heavy substance and better gro
geous luminata with perfect form and color saturation. It has rich velpiurgtish falls and

heavy exquisite ruffling with a contrasting |
girl 6s skirt. Get out your sunglasses and get
on. It positively glows with the brightest cadmium yellow color. The oxblood falls sometimes

appear doublayered with color; on occasianc ol or on col or . 6Sun Shi
bly the brightest yellow of any iris and an early bloomer here. It is a beautiful garden piece

with excellent branching. It won Queen of Sh

Show on May 17 , 2014.

If I had just one Keppel iris to select as a favorite, it would have to be the one | came upon in

the garden one early morning i-whitdMdewkissed,Venet i a
and pristine. It was the kind of moment wher
abruptly, something of the divine.

OPretty Kittyo OMercury Risingé
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6 Summer Shadowd

6Venetian Gl asséb



